
Down on
the farm

Staff photos by Shawn Lynch

Moira Kurtz, of Lindentree Fann in Lincoln, brings in a
basket of garlic to sell at the Fanners' Market at Cod­
man Fann.

Peter Evans, of Cambridge, holds his daughter Lia, 2, while shopping at the Fanners' Market at Codman
Farm in Lincoln. The fann hosts the market every Saturday during the summer.

Codman promotes community agriculture
By Geoff Moore

• Staff Writer

o the unfamiliar, the small farm
at the intersection of Codman
and Lincoln roads may seem to

be simply an idyllic pastoral panorama.
Dig a little deeper, however, and one

begins to understand the magnitude of
the gift Dorothy Codman bestowed in
1973,when she provided in her will for
the transfer of the farmland and his­
toric barns to the town of Lincoln.
But that gift could not have become
what it is today if it had not been taken
up with relish by the founding of non­
profit Codman Community Farms (CCF)

that same year.
The preseIVation of 16town- and pri­

vately-owned fields across Lincoln is
due in large part to the regular hay har­
vest performed by farm staff and tem­
porary workers - a harvest that yields
nearly 16,000 bales annually. The hay
feeds the farm's livestock, or is sold
to local farms and barns or to garden­
ers for mulch. The proceeds help fund
other farm activities.

Last Thursday, Head Farmer Heidi
Tafel and her seasonal employees could
be seen working to the sound of clas­
sical music from an old radio, as they
stacked bale after dusty bale, filling the

rafters of Barn B with the last of 5,000
square bales of hay.

So important is the hay crop to the
farm that this year they used part of a
$25,000 grant from the Codman Trust
to purchase a round baler aimed at in-

. creasing harvest efficiency. Plans next
year include the purchase of a bale­
wrapping machine that will improve
storage and protection of the larger
bales.

Lisa Hession-Kunz, manager of ad­
ministration and outreach for CCF,said
some of the workers are high school
students seeking an active outdoor
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