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Could some volunteer
posts become appointed?

By Geoff Moore

Correspondent

;" Lincoln and other small towns
are looking at the prospect of
#oving from elected to ap-
pomhed officials in order to deal
with the strain on local govern-
ment imposed by outside pres-
$ures. Towns are also recogniz-
ing their inability to deal with
duch pressure without increased
~ professionalism, in turn adding
to the town’s property tax bur-
den.

. That was a stark messages
that Sara Mattes had for her fel-
low members of the Board of Se-
Iectmen Monday, after attending
e Massachusetts Municipal As-
sociation (MMA) Annual Se-
Jectmen meeting on Oct. 14.

. ' Mattes said in his opening re-
gc'larks, MMA Executive Direc-
{or Geoff Beckwith offered a cau-
fibnary note on this year’s high-
Jevel of state aid. Beckwith said

growth in lottery income is flat
and that the creep in reliance on
property tax to fund local gov-
emment is a trend he saw con-
tinuing, Mattes reported.

A perfect example of Beck-
with’s comments also happened
at Monday’s meeting, as the se-
lectmen learned Treasurer/Tax
Collector Neil Feinberg has pro-
posed making his position an ap-
pointed one, rather than elected.
Feinberg is expected to make
this presentation to the select-
men and Town Meeting.

Town Administrator Timothy
Higgins said since a law change
in 1997, towns no longer need to
go through the state Legislature
to get the authority to make the
conversion. Instead, the proposal
must go to Town Meeting and
then to the ballot, where it can
be changed by majority vote. If
the town accepts the change,
then under the statute, the Board

of Selectmen would have ap-
pointing authority.

Higgins said Feinberg has an
interesting vantage point and rec-
ognizes how increasingly com-
plex the responsibilities have be-
come. Higgins said the town and
Feinberg are fortunate to have
aprofessional assistant treasurer
and collector who runs the af-
fairs of the office. Higgins said it

* was his view and that of the Fi-

nance Committee that changing
the treasurer/tax collector posi-
tion to appointed would solidify
the financial management team.

Gary Taylor reminded the se-
lectmen that the board had

‘talked about this change two

years ago, but had deferred to
the current treasurer/collector
on the matter. Selectmen agreed
to hear a proposal from Feinberg
and the Finance Committee and
to include it on the March Town
Meeting warrant.
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