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Its 4 firefighters

olice to hold safety belt
ledge drive June 21
mJune 21 from 8 to 9 a.m the Lin­
lPolice will sponsor a Safety Belt
Ige Drive at the Lincoln Transfer
;ion on North Great Road. The
les of those signing a pledge card
~eingto wear their safety belt for
next two weeks will be entered
a raffle to win a $50 gift certifi­

~to Stonegate Gardens. The gift
ificate was donated by Stonegate
:lens. With only 65 percent of dri­
; and front seat passengers
ewide using safety belts in 2004
rell below the national average of
ercent - the Lincoln Police De­
ment is working to increase safety
use in town.
his educational effort is part of
:;tate Governor's Highway Safety
~au'sClick It or Ticket Campaign.
GHSB is funding 270 police de­
ments for participation in safety

!
ri
\

••

l'
:,~, ",;.1,' , -' \.

tive HaniFl~h,·(m assigri-
ment to Bo~~on li!'olice P¢,­
partment,is embtoiled m,~
seemingly raIfd:lilm actgf
road rage; Which has fcit~l
and far-reaching conse-
quences. _+

The evening ended w~tJt
an inventive piece of fictlQh
from Neil O'Hara, descn,p­
ing a hedge fund manaw
ingenious, if shocking pl~
to mitigate his funds los~{{s

after a terrorist attack bl~f'
the Panama Canal. ,JI .:

What inspires a groupl~fI;}f"'t

people to come together imd
share their creative thou"\:.,,18~'(.
and inner feelings in written
form? Some are seekin~a

nurturing environment.rtheir first foray into writJlg
for an audience. For others,
as at ease with their words

as they are with their li~~,
it is an extension of a IO-ve,,:-t,
for the written word that be-
gan a lifetime ago . .!,

From diverse back­

grounds and with diffexi.#g
ambitions, these wrii~~s
have many things in com­
mon. One of them is a Will-

)f~' •

ingness to share their wi~~,
be it a memoir, essay, edlto-"'-'(1
rial commentary, short $iy,
poetry or mystery noveL ~­
other is their commitm'F'tlt
to read each others wolJ.~,
first perhaps for erijoymeJ)t,
but then again as writ~f.s,
looking to provide coJji­
ments on plot, style, struc­

ture, dialogue, theme or ~~
of the many skills that m~e
up a good writer's toolbox.,\, ..

The Write Stuff group was
established in October 2004

and is led by Lincoln Refil;­
ence Librarian Jeanne
Bracken, herself a published
writer. It meets at 7 p.m.,on
the second and fourth
Wednesday of each motltl;1.
during the summer. N~\v
writers of all interests arid
abilities are welcome to,ai­
tend and further public r~~­

ings are planned in the ~ap..

.~

Showing theif
6Write Stuff~ v'

By Geoff Moore
Correspondent

On June 8, 13 local writ­
ers, collectively known as
the Lincoln Public Library
"Write Stuff Group," invited
friends and relatives to a
public sampling of the fruits
of their writing labor.

On what was an appro­
priate, if cliched, "dark and
stormy night," 26 people
gathered in the wood-pan­
eledTarbell Room to hear
five of the writers read
works ranging from memoir
to mystery.

The depth of these talents
was to the fore at the first
public reading of the group
as HeJ;\ryHaroian read mov­
ingly from the final chapter
of his recently completed
memoir. In it he describes
his family's harrowing and
fortunate escape from the
Armenian Genocide that be­
gan in 1914 and their new
life filled with hope and
growth in the United States.

Dancing Candles, a
thriller by Kathy Deickler
and set in an old Victorian
mansion, told of a woman's
fear, alone with an intruder
during a storm and power
outage that was as chilling
as the weather conditions
outside.

Of a gentler nature was
the short essay from Wesley
Frost recalling the journey
of a durable cast iron cider
press from Vermont to Cod­
man Farm through 60 years
of use by three owners, in­
cluding Frost himself, who
also rebuilt its oak frame.

Intrigue returned with a
"twist in the tail" story from
Palmer Faran. Set in an art
gallery, two women discuss
an abstract painting that re­
minds one of them of her
artist sister and her death as
a result of using poisoned
finger paints.

Geoff Moore read a scene
from his mystery novel, in
which Scotland Yard detec-

Increasing calls, including
medical calls, led Lincoln Fire
Chief Arthur Cotoni to ask for
the additional staffmg. Now,
the department is stretched
then if they receive more than
one call at a time; four fire­
fighters are on shift during the
day Monday through Thurs­
day, while three firefighters
are on shift around the clock
Friday, Saturday and Sunday.

Although the department
has a list of call firefighters,
many held other jobs and were
not available to respond in
emergency situations.

"That program seems to be
working in at least one as­
pect," Selectman Taylor said.

The staffmg increase adds
a firefighter to each shift, and
puts the department in a bet­
ter position in case two calls
for assistance come in at the
same tirrie.

belt enforcement activities. Using
safety belts consistently and coITeCtly
reduces the chance of serious iIijury
or death by 50 to 70 percent. Addi­
tionally, ,Massachusetts' communities
with higher safety belt use rates have
lower rates of crash-related iIijuries.

"Wearing a safety belt can be habit
forming," said Police Chief Kevin A.
Mooney. "Once we get in the habit, we
continue to wear them. By increasing,
the number of people wearing safety
belts, we will save lives and prevent
iIijuries."

The state safety belt law requires
all occupants to be properly restrained
when riding in a private passenger ve­
hicle. Anyone not belted risks a $25
fine. In addition, drivers can be fined
for any passenger under 16who is not
belted.

College and studied to become
a firefighter. He went on to be­
come an Emergency Me~ical
Technician, or EMT. D'Inno­
cenzo has four and a half years
of experience as a call fire­
fighter in Sherborn, and is a
few classes away from an as­
sociate's degree in liberal arts.
Whalen, a third generation
firefighter, has six years of ex­
perience as a call firefighter
and holds an associate's de­
gree in life science. O'Donnell,
also has a history of firefight­
ing in his family, and is also
working on an associate's de­
gree at Middlesex Community
College in fire science.

When Town Meeting ap­
proved the fiscal 2007 budget
in March, voters also approved
an increased budget for the
fire department, allowing four
firefighters to be added to the
force.
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